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Brief description of Toaca Cultural Foundation
Toaca Cultural Foundation is a non-governmental, non-profit organization established in 1996 by Nona Ciobanu, theatre directress, and Iulian Baltatescu, actor and set designer.

Its intentions are to provide an outside-the-system framework for contemporary arts, to offer young artists cross-disciplinary training and support for independent projects, to promote communication between Romanian freelance artists and between national and international cultural values, to create a space where art, politics and social issues can interact, to broaden the scope of cultural projects into the community.

Between 1996-2000 TOACA produced theatre performances in Romania, Malta and Germany:

· “Dorde”, co-production TOACA Theatre, Anon Theatre (Malta) and Odd & Evens (Russia), presented at Mediterranean Institute Theatre Programme (MITP), Malta, July-August 1996;

· “Playboy” after J. M. Synge, presented at the National Theatre Bucharest, February – July 1997; tour in Romania

        (Theatre Festival -Sibiu, Experimental Theatre Festival -Sfantu Gheorghe- June 1997)

· Caravan Tour of the Moving Academy for Performing Arts Amsterdam (MAPA), including two performances of the show “Berlin Images”, presented at the National Theatre Bucharest, September 1997;

· “I Like Beethoven” by Wallace Shawn, presented at Kuenstlerhof Berlin-Buch; tour in Germany, the Czech Republic and Hungary, August-September 1998;

· Toscana by Vladimir Holan presented at Toaca Studio for Contemporary Art (May 2000 –Febr. 2001), in Aquarius Era Festival – Bourgas, Bulgaria (June 2000), and in National Theatre Festival, Bucharest (November 2000).

An important step in carrying out educational aims has been the partnership program of TOACA together MAPA (Moving Academy for Performing Arts) Amsterdam, Mamapapa Prague and the Contemporary Dance Association Bratislava. This program is due to take place between 1998–2004, including workshops (physical training, movement composition, voice and rhythm training, cultural management and marketing, light design, projection techniques, playwriting) as well as performing arts productions in various venues in Europe. 

Another important point is the yearly participation at the Summer Academy in Berlin Buch of several Romanian artists (selected by TOACA Studio and MAPA Amsterdam) and teachers (from the TOACA Cultural Foundation).

In 1999, after the successful negotiations with the Town Hall of the 3rd District concerning Casa Eliad, an old villa from 1851 situated in the center of Bucharest, TOACA Cultural Foundation got the right to use for a first period of 15 years the generous space of about 600 sq. meters as a Studio for Contemporary Arts. 

In May 2000, we have set up a fully equipped performing arts studio, for our own productions as well as for presentations of the work of young freelance artists (theatre and dance performances, exhibitions, concerts, etc).


Mail address: 106 Matei Basarab Str.   Bl.73 Apt14 Bucuresti, sector 3   

Studio address: Blv. Mircea Voda nr. 5, Bucuresti 3

                                                         Tel./Fax: +401-322-7540  Email: tot@fx.ro
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Short presentation of Toaca Studio for Contemporary Art

· Opened on: May 19th, 2000
· Founded by: Toaca Cultural Foundation
· Location: a historical monument/building (dating from 1831), Blv. Mircea Voda nr. 5, Bucuresti sector 3 (historical downtown of Bucharest)
· Usage right: for 15 years, starting with December 1999 
· Area:  600 sq. meters ground floor,  250 sq. meters basement 
· Facilities: theatre/dance studio, workshop rooms, exhibition halls, concert/video rooms, rehearsal rooms
· Equipment: video, sound and stage equipment, office equipment 
· Management: Board (5 persons); Artistic Director: Nona Ciobanu: Executive Manager: Iulian Baltatescu,  Project Manager: Raluca Teodorescu
· Human resources: dynamic, creative young volunteers, qualified (in the artistic, economic, technical, project management fields); collaborators: talented young artists as well as famous Romanian and foreign artists;
· Partners/network: traditional partners of TOACA Cultural Foundation are: Moving Academy for Performing Arts (MAPA) Amsterdam, Contemporary Dance Association Bratislava and Mamapapa Praga; TOACA is also member of three international networks: IETM (Informal European Theatre Meeting), EMF (European Mime Federation) and TEH (Trans Europe Halles), having connections with the international artistic community and especially with European cultural centres. TOACA participates at various international seminars and festivals;

· Field of activity: – education, creation and presentation of contemporary arts in an alternative venue.
· Mission statement: 
a. TOACA proposes a dynamic alternative framework for contemporary arts: by offering to the young artists interdisciplinary training and logistics for the implementation of their own projects (productions/co-productions), by presenting to the public a complex and attractive artistic offer. 

b. TOACA intends to promote in an active manner cultural exchanges with other European countries (including Netherlands) on one hand by promoting Romanian contemporary arts broad (Romanian young artists participating at summer universities, international workshops/festivals/performances) and on the other hand by inviting foreign/Dutch artists to exhibit/perform/give workshops at TOACA Studio for Contemporary Art.

· Cultural & educational projects implemented: TOACA organized in 2000: 5 international workshops (average duration 14 days, 80 participants, 10 trainers), 8 exhibitions (visual arts), three concerts, a fashion show, 20 theatre performances with “Toscana” by Vladimir Holan, participation in two theatre festivals (one national and one international), weekly seminars and performances; 4 young artists were sent to study in the Summer Academy in Berlin-Buch.
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Between May 2000- May 2001, the program of  Toaca  Studio for Contemporary Art included:

-Theatre performances: 

Toscana  by Vladimir Holan, directed by Nona Ciobanu

The performance was presented in Aquarius Era Festival – Bourgas, Bulgaria (June 2000), and in National Theatre Festival, Bucharest (November 2000).

Orgasm by Vlad Zografi, directed by Nona Ciobanu

The opening of the performance took place in Halle, during the Festival West-Östlicher Diwan, organised by Die Freien Komödianten (May 2001)

-Exhibitions: 

· Photography: “18 Photographers- Proiekt 2”, “Solitude – Proiekt 3” (Association of Press Photographs)

· Painting: “Cai verzi pe pereti” (“Green Horses on the Walls”) – Anca Bener

                       “Balta” (“The Marsh”) – Alina Buga

                       “Gili &Lumi” (Luminita Mihai & Virgil Mocanu)

· Installation : “Stare de spirit” (“State of Mind”) – Dan Ivascu

· Glass work – Delia Tancau    

· Sculpture – Mihail Tudor

-The cycle “TOTart?” (every Saturday, 18.00 o’clock) – young artists present performances/happenings, 

improvisations (music, dance, visual arts)

-The cycle of seminars/debates about theatre and the world – moderator Vlad Zografi, playwright (every Friday, 15.00 o’clock)

- The cycle “TOTdans” (every Tuesday and Thursday, between 18.00-20.00 o’clock) – 

contemporary dance classes (teacher: Laurentia Barbu – choreographer and dancer ) 

-Concerts: 

· Jazz: Harry Tavitian & Orient Express 

· Ambiental: Cristian Tarnovetchi

· Ethno-progressive-fusion: Body in Pieces

-Fashion Show: Ioana Covalcic

-Workshops (between 4-21days) for professional artists organised together with the Dutch partner, MAPA

(Moving Academy for Performing Arts): 

· “The Urge to Create Visions” (Dec. 1999)

·  “Rhythm, Voice and Movement” (February 2000)

· “Management of Innovative Arts Organisations” (March 2000)

· “Production Management” (April 2000)

·  “Movement Expression” (Nov. 2000)

· “Lighting Bodies” (May 2001)

-Events: The Dutch Week for Contemporary Arts (May 8th – June 15th, 2001): workshop “Lighting Bodies”, theatre and movement performance, 2 exhibitions

